
There have been a lot of great hands-on learning 
opportunities occurring in Ms. Cesily’s pre-K 3 
classroom.  The teachers engaged their students in the 
Learning Technology Approach Activity.  The teacher 
started off the lesson by reading Three Billy Goats Gruff 
by Richard Johnson.  She explained to the students that 
there was a problem in the story and that she needed their 
help solving it! The bridge to the meadow has broken. 
The Billy Goats Gruff needed a way to get across the 
river to reach the meadow.  The children helped the Billy 
Goats Gruff cross the river by creating a boat that could 
help them reach the meadow.  The children were given 
various scrap materials to help them build their boat 
(crayons, pipe cleaners, tape, Legos, tissue boxes, yarn, 
etc).  The children then put their creations to the test!  

They used the water table as the river, a fan to recreate 
the wind, and used a billy goat figurine from blocks as 
the character from the story.  Following the activity, 
the teachers engaged the students in a discussion on 
their findings.  They discussed what items worked the 
best to help the Billy Goats Gruff cross the river.  They 
discovered that Legos, extra tape and tissue boxes were 
key!  The children enjoyed being an engineer for the day!
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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians,
 
Not even the rain could put a damper on our District this past week.  I am confident 
that you will enjoy reading our latest edition of The Herald. 

Once again, please join me in commending the Class of 2017 on their tremendous 
accomplishments this year. 93% of the senior class have applied to 2- or 4-year 
colleges or universities, with 90% already having received at least one acceptance at 
this time.  Even more impressive is their incredible $8,131,260 in total scholarships 
awarded to date. In just two short years, our Guidance Department’s focused 
and targeted efforts have transformed our students’ post-high school dreams and 
realities.  We could not be more proud!

I would also like to give a special congratulations to Hoboken High School 
students Rebecca Weintraub and Angelene Veloce on their outstanding academic 
achievements. Rebecca was accepted to the 2017 Junior State of America Summer 
School at Georgetown University where she will study AP Comparative Government 
and Politics, while forging her path to becoming a future civic leader. Angelene 
was awarded a full scholarship to the Congress of Future Physicians and Medical 
Scientists, where she will network with Nobel Prize winning scientists, award 
winning inventors, and innovators in the medical field. Read the HHS Weekly 
Update for more information. Congratulations Rebecca and Angelene!

I also want to share that Hoboken High School will be well represented at TeenTech 
2017, sponsored by the American Association of University Women of New 
Jersey and hosted by Ramapo College. TeenTech is a day of hands-on technology 
workshops designed to encourage young women to further their education in 
science, technology, engineering, and math. We are very proud of the 20 Hoboken 
High School female students who were selected to participate in this year’s event!

This past Thursday, Hoboken High School played host to the 2017 German/
American Journalist Exchange. This program brings German journalists to America 
(and American journalists to Germany), in an effort to foster a better understanding 
of culture, media, politics, and educational practices. Students in Ms. Loughlin’s 
AP Human Geography class led our guests on tours of HHS, shared some of their 
work, and offered a unique look at our diverse culture. It truly was a once-in-a-
lifetime experience for both sides, and will act as a great catalyst as we continue to 
lead our students towards being active global citizens.

Please join me in welcoming some new editions to Hoboken Middle School.  Ms. 
Brittany Airey has assumed the teaching responsibilities of our 8th grade Project 
Lead the Way classes.  As you know, Mr. Don Cooley (Guidance Counselor) has 
left Hoboken Middle School.  He and his family are moving to Serbia.  Finally, I 
am pleased to announce that Dr. Sharon Davis will be taking on the Middle School 
principalship shortly.  I am working on setting up meet and greet events with 
parents, staff and parents.

I would like to extend a friendly reminder that Preschool Registration will take 
place this week in the Demarest School Gym. Please click here for all information 
and details, including location, times, documentation, and more. 

In this edition of The Herald, you will read about our Early Childhood Program’s 
new homework initiatives, recycling programs, and the cross-curricular preparation 
for this year’s Spring Theater Production, Ivy & Bean, the Musical. You will venture 
back inside the classroom, read a note from our nurse, and get all the latest from the 
Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council.

You will also be able to catch up with Mrs. Trinidad’s Spanish class at Calabro, 
learn how Mr. Azzarto’s students fill the halls of Connors with music, and celebrate 
Wallace’s March Students of the Month with Principal Shannon. 

I would like to draw your attention to two additional items: the Hoboken Special 
Needs Parent Group Monthly Newsletter is a great resource for keeping up with all 
of their upcoming events, meetings, activities, and more!  Please take a moment to 
review the attached information regarding the Junior Police Academy.  20 students 
from ages 12-15 will be accepted as new recruits to participate. The application and 
additional information can be found here.

Lastly, I want to remind you that our Passport to Learning Information Session has 
been rescheduled for April 27 at 6:30 PM in the Wallace Gymnasium. We will be 
discussing next year’s programming, updated logistics, and have on-site registration 
for the Fall 2017 session.

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and 
content. Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and important 
notices are published and continuously updated. I would also like to draw your 
attention toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, and accomplishments 
to you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson
Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school 
news, upcoming event information, announcements, and 
more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal
Greetings Brandt Families, 

I have recently revisited the work of Dr. Carol Dweck which focuses on “The 
Growth Mindset”. She speaks of utilizing the phrase “not yet!” when students 
are exposed to new and often challenging work. She shares that there is power in 
this phrase, and that we must communicate to learners that they are on a path to 
success. It is a journey. At Brandt, we are driven by the notion that abilities can be 
developed, and that we are on a journey with children to develop understanding and 
to encourage the youngest learners to dream big dreams. 

We pride ourselves on being a school that strives daily to engage in a powerful 
fusion of rigorous cognitive development and social-emotional learning (SEL). This 
is true for the school day and extends to homework. A given quantity of homework 
does not equal rigor, but quality of homework does. We have refined this practice 
in kindergarten, and in April we will be applying some new learning to Grade 1. 
We are interested in having our students write and respond to text at their own pace. 

Our Brandt Parent Consortium President, Linda Kwok, sent me an article that 
describes Thomas’s School in South London, the school that Prince George 
of Cambridge will be attending in the fall. She sent me this not so I would be 
impressed, but rather to be aware of the commonality between his school and 
ours. His school has a wonderful rooftop playground, as does ours. His school 
has as its singular motto, “Be Kind” as do we. We challenge ourselves daily to be 
champions of kindness and are ever focused towards academic achievement in a 
developmentally appropriate way. I am excited as a school leader, and as a mother, 
to work alongside a team that supports this vision. Our students enjoy coming to 
school and families keep telling us that they believe in our work. I am beyond 
thankful for that level of support. In this edition of the Herald you will see many 
artifacts that capture this exciting level of learning. We at the Brandt School remain 
focused on your children’s hearts and minds. 

Sincerely,

Principal Sandra Rodriguez-Gomez

Connect With Us On Social Media!

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
Dear Calabro Learning Community,

Great job this week by our 3rd and 4th grade students who completed PARCC 
testing on Friday, March 31st.  Best of luck to our 5th and 6th grade students who 
begin on Monday, April 3rd!!  Always remember our school spirit motto, “Never 
Give Up and You Will Shine.”

In this edition, we highlight our Spanish classroom with Ms. Trinidad.  As a 
former Spanish teacher, I am thrilled with the progress that our students have made 
in learning a world language. They have made great strides not only with their 
pronunciation of the language, but also with their ability to write in Spanish.  This 
is in large part due to the high usage of the target language in the classroom by 
Ms. Trinidad.  For example, directions for learning tasks and expectations are all 
communicated in Spanish.  

Also highlighted are our kindergarten students working on coding in Project 
Lead the Way class.  Ms. Benevenga has recently introduced them to computer 
programming. What a great skill our youngest learners have been exposed to this 
month! Check out the pictures of our students working hard and having fun!

Please join our PTO with the City of Hoboken Shade Tree Commission and Green 
Team to celebrate Earth Month on Saturday, April 29, 2017, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. (rain date on Sunday, April 30, 2017). The “Spring Fling” will help clean up 
our parks and public spaces.  It will be a great school community-building activity 
and volunteering opportunity for the students as well.  Our families will meet at 
the Church Square Park gazebo at 10am. Students can show their school spirit by 
wearing their Calabro T-shirts! If you are interested in joining the Calabro team, 
sign up with the Calabro PTO by Friday, April 21, 2017, at https://tinyurl.com/
nxzp3wa.

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
We close out the month of March with a great week here at Connors Elementary 
School. First graders used supporting evidence from text to identify the point of 
view of characters in their story. Second graders in Ms. Romanowski’s class learned 
some information about my hometown, Philadelphia. They will follow up by 
reading the picture book The Adventures of Big Sil: Philadelphia, PA. Our visiting 
author A.J. Bennett donated several Big Sil picture books to us. The students in our 
upper grades are all geared up and ready to go for PARCC next week.
 
As you know, students have begun PARCC testing this spring. Next week our 5th 
and 6th graders will begin testing. We continue to confirm for our students that 
they will demonstrate what they already know and that they will do well. Please 
continue to encourage your children as they let their light shine. We are very proud 
of the work that they have been doing all year and the PARCC assessment is another 
opportunity for them to display their knowledge. Remind your child to do his/her 
best, but assure them that their PARCC score will not define them as a student.
 
I want to reiterate the importance of an on time arrival everyday but especially 
during testing. Poor attendance and tardiness can have dramatic effects on a 
student’s ability to learn, retain and apply material. These effects are even more 
profound for younger students in elementary school.  Please ensure that students 
get to bed at a reasonable time. A well-rested student is a student prepared to learn. 
Make sure your student eats breakfast either at home or at school. Studies show 
students who do not eat breakfast have poorer performance than students who eat 
before class. We want all students to be well rested and fueled so that they can be 
successful.
 
Our students walk to and from school every day and we want to ensure their safety. 
Please remind students that they must cross at the crosswalk and obey signs and 
the school crossing guards. In an effort to remove distractions, remind your child to 
not use phones, headphones and devices when crossing the street. Please join us for 
our next walking school bus in April. We can all practice following the safety rules 
together. Stay tuned for the location of our next meeting spot.
 
As always, I look forward to the continued work that we do together for the success 
of every child.

-Dr. Pollins

Parent & Guardian Academy

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside the classroom. 

Please note the following change in scheduling:

Passport to Learning Information Session
April 27, 2017

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Wallace School Gym

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information 
on upcoming events!

Connors School PTO

ART SHOW

Our Connors Art Show is 2 weeks away!  Please 
remember to join us on Wednesday, April 12th from 
5:00pm-7:00pm as we showcase the artistic and musical 
talents of our students.  Art work from every student will 
be on display.  We’ll also have performances by our band 
and choir, free light refreshments, activities, photo op 
stations and raffles!

All families should have received flyers regarding our 
themed raffle baskets.  We are asking students to bring 
in a small item to complete their grade’s raffle basket for 
the Art Show:

Spa Day - Kindergarten: 
Bring in items such as nail polish, nail files, lotions, bath 
puffs, mud masks, etc.

Bakers Delight - 1st Grade:
Bring in items such as cupcake wrappers, whisks, cake 
mix, sprinkles, measuring cups, etc.

Arts & Crafts - 2nd Grade: 
Bring in items such as markers, crayons, paints, glue, 
etc.
Movie Night - 3rd Grade: 
Bring in items like popcorn, candy, movie tickets, sodas, 
etc.

Cleaning/Home Kit - 4th Grade:  
bring in items like fabric softener, soaps, wipes, napkins, 
etc.

Game Night - 5th Grade:  
Bring in items like games, cards, Mad Libs, etc.

Ice Cream Sundae - 6th Grade:  
Bring in items like bowls, cones, sprinkles, scoopers, etc.

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
First and foremost, a huge thank you and shout out to our third grade students and 
staff. They handled the first week of PARCC administration with aplomb. I could 
not be happier or prouder of our young scholars for rising to the occasion, and I am 
(as always) impressed with the poise of our teaching staff. The administration went 
smoothly, and our third grade friends set a great example and tone for the rest of 
our students to follow. 

I also must take a moment to talk basketball. We had our very own Wallace-style 
March Madness occur with tons of great action on our hardwood. Our 3rd Grade 
Wallace Gray Team, coached by Ms. Celia Maldonado and Mr. Ed Daly, won the 
championship for their division. Our 4th Grade Wallace Black Team, coached by 
our very own security staff member Ms. Madeline Gonzalez, earned their division 
championship in a thrilling overtime victory against the Connors Blue Team. It was 
a great game – both teams have much to be proud of. And finally, avenging a loss 
from last year, our Wallace Staff squad defeated our PTO Parents team in a thrilling 
47 – 45 contest (fun fact – Ms. Maldonado and Ms. Gonzalez both played in the 
Staff vs. PTO game). Thanks to our PTO leadership team for organizing the event, 
everyone who played, and everyone who filled the gym to capacity. It was truly a 
special evening.

Despite the building adjusting to the schedule of our annual state standardized 
assessment, our students and staff continued to produce some excellent, quality 
work. (As I’ve said before, I never get tired of saying that!) In first grade, Ms. 
Gualario and her students explored different landforms and wrote about hills, 
peninsulas, and mountains, just to name a few. A walk passed the classrooms of Ms. 
Mara and Ms. Abrantes shows some great student work in science. The students 
wrote about different habitats and what they would need to do to adapt if they 
traveled there.  Our wonderful women of 4th grade – Mrs. Arnone, Mrs. DeCastro, 
Ms. Talarico, and Ms. Versaci, worked with their students on a Mt. Rushmore 
project for Women’s History Month. Their students had to choose four influential 
women form history, conduct some research, and write about why they deserved 
to be on the women’s version of one of our country’s most famous monuments. A 
walk down the fourth grade hallway, with all of the projects proudly displayed, is a 
wonderful sight. And in the afternoon one day after PARCC testing, Mrs. Kane and 
her third grade crew made representations of the moon phases with Oreo cookies. 

Next week, our 4th grade scholars will take their PARCC Assessment. If this week 
was any indicator, I’m positive things will be smooth once again. As always, enjoy 
your well-deserved time with family and friends over the weekend. 

Martin Shannon, Principal

Martin Shannon
Principal

Staff and parents pose for a photo after their annual 
basketball game. 

Wallace March Madness

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator

A big thank you to the PTO for sponsoring a middle school dance last Friday.  The 
students had a great time.  We are planning to have a few more “Friday Night 
Socials” before the end of the school year, so keep an eye on the calendar for 
upcoming dates.  
   
The PARCC starts next week.  Please remind your child to get a good night’s sleep 
and have a healthy breakfast.  Students are not only permitted, but encouraged 
to bring their own headphones to use during testing.  Testing is first thing in the 
morning; punctuality is key.  If you have questions about the testing, please feel 
free to reach out to me or the guidance counselor.  Additional information can also 
be found at: 

http://www.parcconline.org/resources/parent-resources

Please help me welcome Ms. Airey, our new 8th grade PLTW teacher.  We are very 
fortunate to have her, and she has hit the ground running.  Her email address is 
bairey@hoboken.k12.nj.us. 

Mr. Cheng has started a coding club.  Please check the calendar to see when the 
club meets and encourage your child to attend.  The students had a great time at last 
week’s meeting; the next scheduled meeting is April 6th. 

We are still looking for parents to share their careers and interests with the students.  
If anyone is interested in giving a “Ted Talk” please reach out to me.

As always, thank you for your continued support of our program.

--Tara Donnelly

PLTW: Gateway

Hoboken High School Newsletter
Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 

School Newsletter!

PARCC Testing Schedule

Grade 5:  April 3 - 7

Math  Monday April 3rd & Tuesday April 4th
ELA Wednesday April 5th to Friday April 7th

Grade 6: April 3 - 10

Math  Monday April 3rd to Wednesday April 5th
ELA  Thursday April 6th to Monday April 10th

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Wonderful Work at Wallace

Digital Backpack

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

PLTW: Inspiring our Students 

A Hoboken Public School District Video Production

The entire Project Lead The Way Team in the Hoboken 
Public School District has been busy. Click the picture 
above to watch a short highlight video from this year.

Recycling Fever!

Celebrating Our Students

In room 311, we were so inspired by the school wide 
recycling initiative that we wanted to further research 
different ways to reuse and recycle everyday things. We 
took a virtual tour of what happens inside of a recycling 
plant, which sparked some additional questions as to 
what we can and can’t put inside our classroom recycling 
bins.

Miss Forte sent us some great visuals to sort through in 
small groups. This helped us become aware of  what we 
can and can’t place inside  the “paper” and “plastic” bins 
in our room.  Now we know we can recycle our milk and 
juice boxes at lunchtime. We were still curious what we 
could do with everyday classroom supplies that we are 
unable to recycle. 

After some whole class brainstorming, we were 
wondering how we could reuse our small/ broken class 
crayons. We watched a demonstration on creating new 
crayons in a mold at your house. This inspired Jackson 
in our class to take all of his broken and old crayons and 
create new car and truck shaped crayons in a mold with 
his family.

Our class was so proud of Jackson. We are now thinking 
of other school and household items from which we can 
create new things. We love finding new ways to help our 
school and environment. Do you have any ideas for us? 
Please stop by room 311 to share.

HECAC members are looking forward to Pre-K registration next week!  We are 
pleased to partner with the Brandt Parent Consortium to provide dinner for the 
staff members who are  working for the evening registration session.  We greatly 
appreciate all that they do to support incoming families!

HECAC will hold an in-person meeting on April 4th to make plans for the remainder 
of the school year.  We look forward to sharing them with you!

Families of children in Pre-K to Grade 3, do you have any photos from recent school 
events that you’d like to share?  We are happy to include them on Facebook and 
Twitter in order to showcase the wonderful work at our Pre-K sites and elementary 
schools.  Feel free to email them to info@hobokenearlyed.org along with a brief 
description of the event.

We encourage you to “like” us on Facebook https://m.facebook.com/
HobokenEarlyEd/ and follow us on Twitter @HobokenEarlyEd to see blog posts, 
photos, and announcements for family friendly events.

A Note From Our Nurse

Project Lead The Way

In kindergarten PLTW, students have been introduced 
to computer programming. Students understand that a 
series of commands creates a code. To introduce our new 
topic, students have used code in a paper representation 
of a frog pond to practice making commands and writing 
them down. This hands-on activity allows students to 
create a code and move objects before practicing on a 
computer. 

Inside the Classroom...

Music Fills the Halls of Connors Elementary

It is always a pleasure to walk past our music room on any given day. From singing 
to instrumentals, to recorders, Mr. Azzarto and his students fill the 2nd floor 
hallway with the exciting sounds of music. Under the leadership of our fantastic 
music teacher, 3rd and 4th grade students in Connors continue to practice their 
recorder skills. While it is impressive to watch them play, it is even more exciting 
to see students reading music and being able to play specific notes as they read 
from music books. Students also love the end of each class where Mr. Azzarto has 
students freestyle their own music and rhythm while other students then try to echo 
the sounds. The love of music is always present in our school!

Congratulations to our March Students of the Month. Our honorees were treated 
to breakfast with Mr. Bartlett and some invited guests. They also all received a 
Student of the Month pencil, spirit stick, and certificate. Pictured from left to right: 
Aleksander Fennell (K – Ms. Fernandez), James Sprague (1 – Ms. Mara), Nayasia 
Ortiz (2 – Mrs. Mazzone), David Dedic (3 – Mrs. Murphy), Christopher Mariniello 
(4 – Ms. Versaci), Ciara Groomes (5 – Mrs. Martinez), and Julian Guerra (6 – Mrs. 
Taglieri). Not pictured is our Pre-K representative from Mrs. Reading’s class, Ivan 
Quiros. Nayasia will be also be honored at the next meeting of the Hoboken Board 
of Education on Tuesday, April 11 as the Overall Student of the Month.

Mrs. Kane and her third graders made representations 
of the moon phases with Oreos one day in the afternoon 
after the PARCC Assessment. 

In science, our first graders wrote about what they would 
need to pack to adapt on a trip to the arctic, the savanna, 
and other different regions of the earth. 

In this picture from Sewing and Crafts Club you can see 
our last project on the table (fabric covered composition 
books) and the current project underway: zippered 
pouches. The crafters had to measure and cut fabric for 
the outside and lining of the pouch and choose a zipper. 
They pinned the pieces together for sewing and learned 
to use the sewing machine with a zipper foot to sew in 
the zippers. They will wrap this project up next week. 

Upcoming Events

April 3-7 Preschool Enrollment

April 13 K&1 Brandt School Dance
  6:00 PM

April 24 Week of the Young Child

April 28 Ivy & Bean, The Musical
  1:30 PM

Ivy & Bean: A Cross Curricular Approach

Our upcoming spring 
musical, Ivy and Bean, 
written and composed 
by Scott Elmegreen and 
based on the book series by 
Annie Barrows, is rapidly 
approaching.  The book 
series of Ivy and Bean 
explores various scenarios 
of the two friends and their 
neighborhood of Pancake 
Court.  It discusses themes of 
conflict resolution between 
family and friends.  The musical takes place on a typical Saturday morning on 
Pancake Court, when Ivy has just moved to the neighborhood.  At first, Ivy and 
Bean are hesitant to get to know each other because of their differences, but soon 
they realize their differences make them unique in helping each other.  Ivy has a 
dire aspiration to become a witch and Bean has a dream of setting a famous world 
record. Once they get to know each other they realize they can help each other 
accomplish their dreams.  But Bean’s bossy older sister, Nancy, tries to stand in the 
way of their adventures.  Nancy is left in charge for the day while their parents are 
out and threatens to tell on them for collecting worms for the famous world record 
and dancing spell.   Ivy wants to protect her friends so she casts a dancing spell on 
Nancy.  Ivy, Bean, Nancy, and the kids on Pancake Court learn a lesson about how 
to treat one another and still enjoy their Saturday morning on Pancake Court.

Ivy and Bean is a great 
opportunity for our students to 
showcase the talents they have 
been developing in theatre, 
music, Spanish, and visual art.  
Through this project, students  
demonstrate indicators of the 
Common Core Standards in 
visual and performing arts and 
world languages. Students are 
illustrating an understanding 

of how to portray a character through physical movements such as gesture, facial 
expressions, and by exhibiting appropriate spatial awareness with other actors.  
They are singing with inflection and intonation, and demonstrating basic rhythm 
concepts through material that was originally devised for adult performers.  Our 
Spanish class is taking narratives from the script and translating them.  By engaging 
in dialogue first in English, then in Spanish, students are retaining the language in 
a manner that is more applicable to their lives.   In addition, our visual art classes 
will be devising the houses and fences on Pancake Court, creating two and three 
dimensional pieces that will reflect the experience of the story.

This project is a third part of our specials classes’ culmination series, in which 
we showcase our progress within our process.  It helps instructors reflect as a 
collective team on student abilities and to enhance the learning journey for both 
world languages and fine arts.  Our pre-k friends have also been participants on our 
Ivy and Bean journey, learning songs and dances from the show and engaging in 
conversations about Ivy and Bean’s conflict resolution.   

We send a huge thank you to Mr. Cercone and the rest of 
the team at Theatrical Rights Worldwide for giving us this 
opportunity to put on Ivy and Bean the Musical and welcome 
all k and 1st grade families to our Brandt Auditorium on 
Friday, April 28 at 1:30 for Brandt’s premiere of Ivy and 
Bean the Musical.

We had a very successful first week collecting coins & 
bills for Pennies for Patients. We have collected $636 
so far. Our goal by April 12th is to collect $1,000.00 for 
children with leukemia & lymphoma. I know we can do 
it with everyone’s help!

On another note, the weather each day is unpredictable. 
If it is nice out, the children will be going outside for 
recess. Please dress your child appropriately for the 
weather. I know sometimes it is cold in the morning & 
warm in the afternoon when they are dismissed, so they 
don’t wear their heavier coats. But please remember that 
the children start going out for recess at 11:15 in the 
morning when it can still be a little chilly. If need be, 
please layer them so that they will be warm coming into 
school in the morning but can take off a layer for recess 
if it is warmer.

A Note From Our Nurse

April 3-10
PARCC Testing

HMS Upcoming Events

Growth Mindset Image of the Week

In Ms. Airey’s classes, students were working on the tablets and laptops to complete 
the Hockey Scholars Program sponsored by the New Jersey Devils.  They completed 
various tasks including learning the science behind how arenas freeze the ice for 
hockey games, and used their prior knowledge of area and perimeter to calculate 
the dimensions of the ice.

In Mr. Van Gyzen’s PLTW class, students were finishing the construction of the 
wind turbine blades that they designed. On Friday, each of the classes competed to 
see which group designed the most efficient blades based on the amount of voltage 
generated. All the designs were tested on a small wind turbine that uses an electric 
fan for wind.

Sewing and Crafts Club

Inside the Classroom...

Checking for head lice is a normal part of every family’s 
personal hygiene routine, like brushing your teeth or 
washing your hair.  If you find lice, don’t worry or be 
embarrassed.  Head lice are a normal part of childhood 
- nearly 1 in 10 primary school children could have 
head lice at any one time.  You may already know what 
a hassle it is to treat head lice and just how frustrating 
it can be when your child comes home scratching their 
head yet again.  But parents can fight the spread of head 
lice and practice prevention by working together: 

• Check your family’s hair for lice regularly - once a 
week is ideal!

• Visit your local pharmacist/consult your doctor for 
guidance on the various treatments available

• Get treatment for you or your family as soon as you 
find live lice

• Let your friends and family with whom you are in 
close contact know as soon as you’ve found live 
lice 

• Show your child how to check their own hair using 
a lice detection comb

• Use the “weekly peek” as an opportunity to tell a 
story or ask about their day

• Ask them to check your hair for you
• Reward your child for each week’s successful 

search
• Turn it into a fun game of hide and seek
• Check during their favorite TV show or movie  

Remember:

Head lice are live insects. Their empty eggs are called 
nits. Lice are wingless insects that hold on to the hair and 
feed from the blood in the scalp. They spread through 
head-to-head contact but contrary to common belief, 
they do not jump or fly -only crawl.  Adult females live 
for up to a month and lay around five eggs a day. Lice 
spread when heads come in contact - so sleepovers, 
after-school activities, playing with friends and visiting 
family are also common places for children, and adults, 
to pick them up and pass them on.

7 Key Head Lice Facts:  

• Head lice are common among young children and 
their families

• Head lice don’t spread disease
• Head lice can be spread from adults to children and 

back again
• There’s nothing to be embarrassed or ashamed 

about regarding having head lice
• Having head lice has nothing to do with good or 

bad personal hygiene
• Lice eggs hatch after around 7 days so two 

applications of lice killing treatments are needed to 
make sure all lice have been killed

• There are pesticide, non-pesticide, combing 
and alternative treatments on the market. Your 
pharmacist/healthcare provider will be able to help 
you work out which is best for you and your family. 

Click here for more information!

Pennies for Patients

Thank you to all the families who donated to Pennies 
for Patients.  We raised $1818.49 across our 6 preschool 
locations and Brandt K/1st graders.  We are so thankful 
for the community support in showing our learners how 
important it is to give to others in need.  Please look out 
for more information about our next community outreach 
initiative.

In Spanish class, students in Grades K-2 have been working on improving their 
reading, writing, listening, and pronunciation skills through a variety of engaging 
activities. Each week, students learn about the letters and the letter sounds in the 
Spanish alphabet. We read and discuss a story for the letter for that week. We also 
sing songs and create a letter booklet that we can share with our families. Grades 
3-6 have been working on writing short dialogues using Comic Strips Writing 
Templates. 

The students are doing an outstanding job at proofreading their writing pieces 
before the final copy is written and displayed. Bravo!!! 

Tips from our Guidance Counselor

Spanish Class

With PARCC Testing in full swing, it’s important that 
we remind our students to take a minute to relax when 
feeling overwhelmed by testing.  Students can follow 
some of these tips when feeling anxious about the test....

1. Always get a good night’s sleep on the nights before 
testing. 

2. Relax...You will think more clearly and perform 
better when relaxed. 

3. If you are nervous, stop and take some deep breaths 
and count to 10. This will help clear your mind. 

4. Think positive!!! Tell yourself “I am prepared, I 
know this, and I will do well.” You have learned so 
much, now’s your time to prove it! 

5. Always check and double check your answers!

Good luck to all our 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th-grade students, 
I know you will do great!!!          

March Students of the Month

The Gifted and Talented students in grades 3-6 recently created some amazing 
inventions as part of a state wide competition called STEAM Tank. STEAM is one 
of the latest trends in education and promotes science, technology, engineering, 
the arts, and math education. This challenge, developed by the NJ School Board 
Association (NJSBA) and the US Army, borrowed the concept of Shark Tank. 
STEAM Tank invites school district teams to compete in creative problem-solving. 
Across the district, 18 teams developed very creative inventions. Students were 
also tasked with making a virtual pitch that was viewed by a panel comprised of 
members of Hoboken’s administrative staff. With their help, each pitch was scored 
and the top teams were nominated to advance to the regional competition which 
will be held in May. 

The results are in! The four STEAM Tank teams that earned the most votes and 
were nominated to advance to the STEAM Tank’s regional competition were: 

-The Speedy Pollution Project created Deeya Bavishi, Zoe Magaletta, Faith 
Stanczyk, Brianna Frias; 4th grade 

-KidWatch created by Lesley Frazier, Miz Mendoza; 6th grade

-Detachies created by Alexa Bracero, Mable Blischke-Villavicencio, Kendall 
McDonough; 5th grade

-Disposable Sewer Drain Collector created by Hudson Matullo, Sanjna Samrai; 6th 
grade

And a special congratulations to 6th graders Hudson Matullo and Sanjna Samrai, 
whose Disposable Sewer Drain Collector was chosen to advance to the regional 
competition on May 13, 2017. 

Math
This week in Ms. Richard’s 8th grade math class, students 
have been working hard to prepare for the upcoming 
PARCC exam. They have been reviewing everything 
they learned the entire year to complete questions similar 
to what will be on PARCC next week.  

ELA 
This week in Ms. Geleailen’s ELA class, students were  
working on argument writing.  On Wednesday and 
Thursday they were talking about the pros and cons of 
having recess in schools.  

Students are learning how to logically and thoroughly 
explain themselves in order to write effective argument 
essays.  It is so important for young men and women to 
be able to express themselves in thoughtful and coherent 
ways.  We need them to learn that it is not the loudest 
voice that wins, but the strongest reasoning. 

Gifted and Talented STEAM Tank

Our 4th grade team explored famous women of history 
by creating their very own Mt. Rushmore projects. 

Upcoming Events

April 3 PARCC Testing begins for 
  5th and 6th Grade students

April 11 PTO Meeting 
  8:00 AM

April 12 Art Showcase 
  5:00 - 7:00 PM

Connors’ Basketball Team Shines

We are very proud to celebrate all of our students who participated in the basketball 
league this school year. Our 6th grade team, who shared the court with students from 
Calabro, won the league championship and brought the trophy back to Connors! 
It was a tough championship game, but our athletes were able to come out on top! 
Our 4th grade team also advanced to the league championship, but came up just 
a few points short of a win. They put forth great effort and we know they will 
continue to practice in the off-season and be ready to compete again next year. 

Parent Reminders

Box Tops will be collected all year long.

Send in your used books to support the Milk and Bookies 
program.

Send dried out markers to Ms. Forte, Calabro Art teacher.

New Homework Initiative for Kindergarten Classes

The kindergarten students and teachers of Brandt have experienced an exciting 
shift in homework assignments and the home to school connection has never been 
stronger!  Mrs. Rodriguez-Gomez and the kindergarten teachers worked over the 
last few weeks to re-envision how homework can be rigorous, yet developmentally 
appropriate for the youngest of our learners. To better align an authentic literacy 
approach within homework and classroom practices, students complete a graphic 
organizer Monday through Thursday for homework, focusing on characters, 
setting, problem and solution.  They then use the completed graphic organizer as a 
tool on Friday to compose a final writing piece in class.  The process and product 
have been effective and successful! As communicated by families, there has also 
been a positive impact on the quality of family time during homework.  They have 
expressed how their children are excited to create their own story elements at home.  
The process culminates on Friday when they share their published piece with their 
family.  We are so very proud of our Brandt students!     

Update from the RTI Team

In RTI class, Ms. Szymanski has been using Orton-
Gillingham-based strategies to enhance student 
learning and engagement. Students use sight, 
hearing, touch and movement to help connect 
language with letters and words. Kindergarten 
students pictured below are reviewing a previously 
learned letter by seeing it, saying its name and 
sounding it out while writing it with their fingers 
in sand. Students take on leadership roles by 
developing questions based on a given letter. 
For example, a kindergarten student might ask 
classmates for a word with a short “a” sound. 

Students learn “new” material, while also reviewing “old” material until their skills 
are automatic. Vocabulary, sentence structure, writing, and reading comprehension 
are also taught in a structured, sequential, and cumulative manner. Skills are 
constantly reviewed and new material is introduced systematically. As a result, 
students experience a high degree of success with each lesson. Students gain both 
confidence and skill. Self-esteem develops from that success, and learning becomes 
a positive experience.

In math, kindergarten and first grade 
students are engaged in hands on 
activities involving counting, adding, 
subtracting, comparing numbers, 
understanding place value, and 
analyzing data.  Manipulatives are 
often used to help students develop 
number sense and understand 
amounts. New skills are introduced 
while previously learned skills are 
reinforced through engaging computer 
based programs. For example, once 
a new skill has been taught, students 
are able to utilize chromebooks and 
practice newly learned skills on their 
“splash math” accounts. Students 
enjoy this kid-friendly program and 
are eager to earn points as they navigate through each task. Whether students are 
visual, auditory, or kinesthetic, it is always most effective to teach through multiple 
channels to aid understanding and retention.

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

“Once a week, take a peek”

The Learning-Technology Approach

Passport to Learning

Upon dismissal at Connors, many students can be seen entering the gym to kick off 
their extended day program as a part of the Passport to Learning Program. The first 
hour of the program is spent in enrichment clubs with exciting activities occurring 
in each club. Here are some highlights from this week’s clubs: the Strategic Games 
club continues to play classic games, while also working on creating new games 
with unique rules like combining dice and checkers! Students love developing their 
strategic-thinking abilities while also competing in friendly competition. Students 
in the Art-tistic club (K-2) continued their study of Keith Haring, a very influential 
artist form the 20th century who used his art to promote peace throughout the 
United States and the world. Stay tuned for future issues of The Herald to see the 
finished products!

Connors

Passport to Learning

Students create their own strategic games using 
traditional games as a foundation
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